
 

 

June 25, 2020 

 

Dear La Salle Families,   

 

A highlight in the life of any school is welcoming our students to school in the fall.  As we look to 

that time, I am delighted to welcome all to the La Salle community, and I look forward to 

meeting our new students and families in person. 

I write to share with you our current plans for the fall, as I know this is very much on your 

minds.  As we think about the fall, we are committed to taking all reasonable steps to protect  

the health and safety of the campus community in the new normal brought on by the novel 

coronavirus.  Within the bounds of health considerations, we want to welcome you to campus 

for in-person instruction and offer you the opportunity to enjoy as many aspects of student life 

at La Salle as possible. 

Recently, it was announced by the Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public 

Instruction (OSPI) that it is the “expectation that schools will open this fall for in-person 

instruction” regardless of what phase of the Governor’s Safe Start Plan our county is in.  We are 

working under the guidance of state and local health department requirements to return to full 

operations on campus but doing so carefully and gradually.  We want to be equipped to take 

the necessary steps to ensure your environment on campus is as safe as possible when you 

return.  Working under the “Reopening Washington Schools 2020” planning guide recently 

completed by the OSPI, we have developed appropriate campus protocols.  Our plan for 

reopening was also appropriately reviewed and approved by the La Salle Board of Trustees.  

While we will continue to monitor developments through the summer, the outline below 

describes our current objectives. 

Fall Semester  

By far the complex challenge before us in bringing our students to campus for the resumption 

of classes in the fall semester.  We understand that by bringing everyone back students may 

bring with them pathogens to which they have been exposed.  We recognize the challenge, but 

we believe it is one we can meet. 

A major hurdle, of course, is to identify students who may be carrying the novel coronavirus 

and prevent or protect them from spreading it to others.  We will institute comprehensive 

health screening, and we have developed plans to isolate those who test positive and 



quarantine those students who have come in close contact.  We will continue a health 

screening, contact tracing and quarantining protocol throughout the semester, acting 

aggressively to isolate or quarantine as necessary.  We will also institute a number of other 

health and safety measures such as face covering requirements, scheduling & other classroom 

and staffing adjustments to support social distancing and an infection control plan including 

frequent sanitization throughout the day and custodial cleaning at the end of each day. 

Some institutions are electing to reduce the number of students on campus by inviting only a 

portion of the student body at any time.  We have resisted that course, because we believe in 

the educational value of the on-campus experience for all our students, and because we are a 

school with a relatively small enrollment and  larger, newer buildings where we can make 

accommodations.  We intend to bring all our students to campus for the semester, though, we 

may stage your return to allow for health screening and orientation.  We believe that, with 

extensive protocols of screening, contact tracing and expectations of quarantining, coupled 

with preventive measures such as an emphasis on hand-washing and norms for social 

distancing and wearing masks in appropriate settings, we can keep our campus environment 

safe.  We will, in addition to our health screening, contact tracing, quarantining and preventive 

protocols for students, have parallel protocols for faculty and staff.   

We realize, of course, that these adjustments will require flexibility and adaptation from all of 

us, and we thank you in advance for your patience and understanding. 

2020 Summer Session 

Our intention is to begin our summer on July  6th with approximately 30 students.  The safety 

and health protocols outlined for fall semester will be the same for our summer session.   

Necessary Adaptations 

We must also be prepared for the possibility of an unexpected, severe new outbreak of COVID-

19.  If such an outbreak occurs, we may need to return to remote instruction.  We have asked 

faculty to be prepared to move instruction online should this be necessary, and to provide 

remote learning opportunities to students who may be in isolation or quarantine. 

You will be joining the La Salle community in an unusual, but I think exciting time.  We will all 

need to make adjustments and to be flexible because of the coronavirus crisis, and we will need 

your cooperation and help.  Together we can do this. 

I pray for the safety and health of you and your loved ones.  It is my sincere hope and 

expectation, and that of all of us at La Salle, to be able to welcome you to campus in August. 

 

Live Jesus in Our Hearts, 

 

Tim McGree, President 


