
English IV Summer Reading Info and Directions 

 
Hey there, seniors-to-be! For your last round of summer reading at La Salle, you will be reading the 

following three works: 

• The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho (Read this one first!) 

• The House on Mango Street, by Sandra Cisneros 

• On the Come Up, by Angie Thomas 

 

As you read these works, you will begin to engage with the major theme we will examine across our 

literature in the first semester: personal legend. This idea springs directly from The Alchemist, which is 

why I highly recommend you read that one first. Essentially, personal legend refers to the identification 

and pursuit of one’s purpose or destiny in life. As you read these works, consider how each one 

develops the following: 

• Protagonist’s awareness of his/her personal legend. 

• How the protagonist approaches accomplishing his/her personal legend. 

• Obstacles the protagonist faces in accomplishing his/her personal legend, and how he/she 

confronts these obstacles. 

• Apparent manners in which the protagonist’s cultural background and/or society shapes his/her 

personal legend. 

• Ways in which each protagonist’s pursuit of his/her personal legend matches up with the 

“hero’s journey” model you studied in Mrs. Judd’s class. (Bear in mind that The House on Mango 

Street does not follow this model nearly as directly as the other two works.) 

• Ways in which each protagonist’s personal legend differs from what he/she originally thought it 

would be. 

• Similarities and differences between each personal legend and/or how each protagonist goes 

about accomplishing it. 

 

Have each of these books read for the first day of class – which is Wednesday, August 21. We will then 

have a test over the material on Friday, August 23 and an essay we will write on the topic of personal 

legend shortly thereafter. I highly recommend annotating as you go and aiming to be done with reading 

about a week before the school year begins so that you can take some time to review each book. 

 

Questions? Comments? Concerns? I will be in Yakima and readily reachable via email for most of the 

summer. Feel free to shoot any questions about the readings or expectations for the test and essay to 

follow to acarroll@lasalleyakima.org. Furthermore, because I am also going to be your college counselor 

next year, feel free to also send me any questions or concerns applicable to your college search. 

 

And lastly, have some fun with these works! I selected all of them with the hope that you will enjoy 

them and get something out of them – not just to force you to read something during summer vacation. 
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