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had an educa-
tion that intro-
duced them to 
the challenges 
of the world, as 
well as an edu-
cation that has 
prepared them 
well for the 
edification that 
lies ahead…be 
it college, or the 
military, or 
technical/trades 
training.  And each has a future laid 
with the foundation of faith, integrity, 
scholarship, and service. 
Live Jesus in our hearts…forever! 

On Saturday, June 3rd, La 
Salle’s 19th academic year 
reached a memorable con-
clusion, as 61 graduates 
earned diplomas and a 
crowd of over 1000 
friends, family members, 
and well-wishers celebrat-
ed their accomplishments, 
achievements and com-
mitment to La Salle’s core 
values.  Fr. La Salle Hal-
lisey of Concord, CA trav-
eled to Yakima to cele-
brate the Baccalaureate 
Liturgy, held on June 2nd, 
and Br. Jack Henderson, 
presently teaching at our 
sister school in Tucson, 
AZ made a surprise ap-
pearance to the delight of 
the graduates, faculty, and 
La Salle-Yakima family.  
Tom and Anne Gehrig, 
were also in attendance, 
representing the PWH 
Foundation, one of our 
benefactor organizations 
who provide tuition assis-
tance to students and pro-
gram support to La Salle. 
The Commencement was 
held in the usual fashion, 
at La Salle’s outdoor am-
phitheatre, with the 
Gamache Chapel as the 
backdrop.  One by one, 
the seniors stood and were 
introduced, as the list of 
the achievements and ac-
colades for each were an-
nounced.  Collectively, 
the Class of 2017 attained 
record setting successes.  

Among them: 100% college 
acceptance for the 10th consec-
utive year, acceptance to 75 
distinct colleges and universi-
ties, acceptance to 10 distinct 
Catholic institutions, ac-
ceptance to 9 new colleges and 
universities, over $5.5 million 
in scholarship and aid award-
ed, 20% of seniors named 
Washington State Honors Stu-
dents– signifying the top 10% 
of seniors statewide, 69% had 
cumulative GPA’s above 3.0, 
and an entire class average at 
3.25 cumulative GPA! We 
wish our newly graduated—
now, alumni—well in their 
future endeavors.  They have 
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La Salle is proud to welcome several interna-
tional students this fall, but we need your help. 
By hosting a foreign exchange student, your 
family will be giving an exceptional young 
person from another country the experience of 
a lifetime. In return, your family will be able to 
share in the language and culture of his/her 
homeland. There are lots of students who are 
waiting for good host families, and who would 
want to spend at least a year at La Salle. In 
most cases a stipend is available. If you think 
you may be interested, please contact the Ad-
missions Office at (509) 225-2928.  

Ever consider being a host family? 
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La Salle Grads 
Shine! 

La Salle’s Class of 2017 was 
certainly an accomplished group 
of students!  Our recent grads 
are great scholars, gifted musi-
cians, spirited leaders, and tal-
ented athletes.  One such gradu-
ate, Julia Boutillier—an all-star 
athlete and scholar—was award-
ed the Washington State Univer-
sity Distinguished Regents 
Scholarship.  This full four-year 
award was one of only 12 such 
scholarships given in the entire 
state, and the only one awarded 
in the Yakima Valley.  In addi-

tion, Julia also received a Downtown Rotary’s academic scholarship.   
Class valedictorian, Laura Stewart, was accepted to seven colleges and universities, and was offered $300,000 in 
scholarships and financial support, including a Rotary academic scholarship and the Forrest Latham scholarship.  In 
addition to maintaining a 4.0 GPA, Laura is also one of our 12 Washington State Honors Students.  Laura also re-
ceived the distinguished Ignation Leaders scholarship to Gonzaga University, where she will be studying in the fall. 
 
Three Mary Monroe Davis scholarships from the Yakima Rotary Trust were awarded to Myka McMillan, Sammie 
Gilmore and Jeffrey Vargas.  These scholarships are based on academic achievement and demonstrated leadership. 
 
And, three of our student-athletes will be moving on to play college ball!  Ryan James and Jordan Martin have cer-
tainly made Coach Cody Lamb proud, as they will be playing football for Carroll College next year.  Likewise, Er-
ickah Ledesma will continue on with her soccer career at Edmonds Community College. 
 
We know our 2017 Grads will continue to make us all Lightning proud! 
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As we begin our 2017-2018 academic year in August, we will also kick-off a year-long celebration com-
memorating the 20th anniversary of La Salle Yakima!  Please plan to join us on August 29th as we celebrate 
the Mass of the Holy Spirit, then gather for a reception honoring the De La Salle Christian Brothers, our gen-
erous benefactors, our alumni and families, and the early champions of La Salle, who came together with a 
mission…to make a Catholic high school education available, once again, to the young people of our valley. 
 
Throughout the school year, we invite you—our friends and families, alumni and supporters—to visit our 
campus and participate in planned events and activities that honor our past and celebrate our future.  Please 
look for emailings and social media posts all year long that will inform you about upcoming celebrations and 
20th anniversary themed activities.   
 
Interested in immortalizing your name, your family’s name, or your students’ names while preserving your 
place in Yakima’s Catholic School story?  Consider purchasing a brick or several bricks that will be perma-
nently etched and carefully placed on the pathway to the Cardinal Francis George Gymnasium on the La 
Salle campus.  What a great way to commemorate La Salle’s twentieth birthday! 

 

CHEERS, CHEERS TO TWENTY YEARS!! 
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Introducing ...the President’s  Award of Excellence Winners! 

Spotlight on La Salle 

La Salle is excited to uplift and honor students who take pride in service and leadership all the while 
maintaining an impressive academic record. We were able to do just that thanks to the generosity of 
many. This year marks the first year we are able to offer a La Salle High School President’s Award 
for Excellence . This prestigious award was given to one student  at each of our partner schools: St. 
Joseph/Marquette, St. Paul, and Union Gap Schools. The President’s award recognizes excellence 
in academics, leadership, and service. Along with this recognition, the students received a $1,500 
scholarship towards their tuition at La Salle! This year’s winners are Andrea Nava of St. Joseph, 
Methodius Gerstenberger of St. Paul, and Yajaira Valentinez of Union Gap School! Congratulations 
to these amazing students...part of the incoming class of 2021! 

Are you looking for a way to make a lasting impact in the 
life of a young person?  Consider sponsoring a student, here 
at La Salle!  Each year, La Salle family members, local busi-
ness owners, and individuals who value the quality educa-
tion offered here, contribute to our Fund-A-Student pro-
gram.  These generous benefactors literally “open the door” 
for qualified students who face financial difficulty, thus 
making a Lasallian education a reality for kids who would 
otherwise be unable to attend our amazing school.  Last year 
alone, Fund-A-Student sponsors contributed approximately 
$300,000 to the program, forever changing the lives of some 
very grateful students and their families.  Help shape the life 
of a teenager.  Offer them the positive influence that is 
Lasallian. Open the door…We’ll show them the way!  

Fund-A-Student…Change a Life! 
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Despite winter encroaching into 
March, which resulted in snow re-
moval from the baseball field and a 
flooded softball field for half of the 
season, our spring athletes made the 
best of it. Many individual athletes 
and teams captured division titles 
and participated in post season play. 
 
Spring Sports Roundup: 
Baseball-The baseball team en-
joyed a very good season, nearly 
qualifying for Districts.  Under new 
head coach, Seth Pleger, the Light-
ning boys won ten games and will 
return many players for next spring. 
Softball-The girls had an incredible 
season, in spite of having to prac-
tice off site for most of the spring 

due to a flooded softball field (creeks 
over-flowing their banks).  They fin-
ished the season with six wins, in-
cluding a season finale “big” win 
over Toledo.   
Tennis-This spring, both the girls’ 
and boys’ tennis teams dominated 
their division, with the girls’ team 
finishing in 1st place in the SCAC 
“west”.  Eight Lighting tennis play-
ers advanced to state play:  Henry 
Martin, Jeffrey Vargas, Tommy Var-
gas, Laura Stewart, Lauren Roberts, 
Isabella James, Hanah Singco, and 
Nancy Urbina made us all 
“Lightning Proud”! 
Track and Field-The girls’ and 
boys’ teams each had another great 
year, as several athletes advanced to 
the state competition in Cheney.  
Bridger Parrish took home the 
bronze for Discus, and Peterson Bo-
hannon is the new 1-A State Cham-
pion in the 400 meters competition! 
Golf-Both the girls’ and boys’ golf 
teams ended their seasons on a high 
note.  Calleigh Lighty, Jordan Mar-
tin, Rachel Ball, Amanda Kelley, 
Lily Wixson, and Rachel Silvernail 
all advanced to state play, and the 

girls’ team took a 6th place 
state finish.  
Soccer-The boys’ soccer team 
made great strides this year.  
The team—only three years 
young—qualified for district 
play and finished the season 
with nine wins. 
 
Scholastic Results for our 
spring programs (Average 
team GPA’s): 
Baseball—3.349 
Boys’ Golf—3.31 
Girls’ Golf—3.756 
Boys’ Soccer—2.754 
Softball—3.246 
Girls’ Tennis—3.574 
Boys’ Tennis—3.04 
Girls’ Track—3.566 
Boys’ Track—3.069 
 
Congratulations to our student 
athletes and their parents!  You 
represented La Salle well! 
 

La Salle’s  
Spring Athletes:   
Awesome Competitors, 
Outstanding Scholars! 
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WHAT’S COMING UP?  SAVE THE DATE: 

 
June 19-July 13…Summer School  
July 12-14…Lightning Football Camp
August 11…Orientation-Class of 2021 and their Parents 
August 14…Fall Sports Meeting/Gold Card Distribution 
August 15…Transfer Student Orientation 
August 17…First Day of School 
August 22…Back to School Night 
August 29…Mass of the Holy Spirit/ La Salle’s 20th Anniversary Kick-

off 
October 6…Homecoming Game @ Marquette/Suds ‘n’ Sliders @ 

Queen Gym 
 

 

STAY CONNECTED 

Follow us: 

        

 

 

 

Like us: 

Subscribe: 

 

 

Summer Reflection: 

 

Summer's a great time to experience this world, and to look and listen for God in a special 

place far from the interference of  civilization. A boat on the water is a wonderful place to 

appreciate the blessings of  summer. But, for you, it might be a hike in the mountains or 

camping in a forest. Your favorite summer place might be a stretch of  beach, a country 

road, a bike path, your backyard garden or a picnic blanket in a park. There is a story about 

St. Francis, the great lover of  God in all of  creation. One day while at prayer he came upon a 

very old and knurled tree. He said to the tree: “Show me the beauty of  God” and immediate-

ly the tree bloomed in full splendor. God created summer and has filled the season with won-

ders to behold if  only we take the time to look and listen. This summer, let's all make time 

before the start of  the busy back-to-school school season to experience God in the stillness 

and beauty of  the world He created before we created so many of  the distractions that can 

separate us from Him. You just might hear in a birdsong, smell in a flower, see in a sunset, 

taste in a fresh ear of  sweet corn, feel in a summer breeze, or notice in a comment from a 

child a lesson from God that will refresh and sustain you when you return to your daily rou-

tine.  

 

Live Jesus in our hearts! 

Forever! 

 
- Christian Brothers Midwest 


