
*Service Immersions: FAQs 

1) What is a Service Immersion and how do they work? 

Before we get to understanding immersions, we need to understand the holy virtue of service. Service is 

an integral component of both curricular and co-curricular programs reflecting our commitment to 

provide full “human and Christian education.” (From the Mission Statement of the De La Salle Institute). 

Simply put, the Gospel (from which our Catholic and Lasallian tradition comes from) calls us to be people 

of true service: not simply people who do service once in a while. Service is the selfless giving of one’s 

time, talent, resources, and life to restore and heal injustice in our world with no expectation of personal 

benefit as the primary motivator; service is a celebration of our common humanity through work—

especially with the poor and vulnerable; service is, in the final analysis, what it means to truly love. 

As such, all graduates of La Salle High School have been offered extensive education in social justice and 

their responsibility to their fellow human beings, as well as extensive formation in many different forms 

and types of service. In Campus Ministry students are offered numerous opportunities to 

practice their Lasallian call to be a person of service and concerned for the poor. After-

school, weekend and extended service immersion trips are available for students to participate in 

throughout the year.  

As you can see, Service Immersions are far from being the only opportunity to participate in service, nor 

are they even the most important. Service Immersions provide a specialized, intensive, and specific 

experience in an alternative culture and lifestyle than what a student would have otherwise experienced. 

Each Immersion seeks to: A) truly immerse a student in a reality that is foreign to them on a day-to-day 

basis, as well as B) allow them to deeply experience, explore, and investigate specific social justice issues 

on a first hand level, and C) in the Lasallian tradition of Faith, Service, and Community. Each service 

Immersion then requires travel—typically for a week—to a given area of our community, nation, and 

world and centers around an intensive, prayerful, and unique formative experience with their peers. All of 

this is conducted in the hope of molding the students into persons of service, no matter where their 

vocational path calls them inside and outside of La Salle. Students must be academically eligible to 

participate in an immersion, and students are responsible for raising all funds required for 

the trip with school oversight.  

2) How does a student get selected for a Service Immersion? Do they cost money? 

Students apply for a service immersion at the outset of the academic year and are selected and placed via 

weighted lottery system overseen by the Director of Campus Ministry, and an anonymous panel of faculty 

and staff. Service immersions require that students have a demonstrated appropriate maturity 

level, which is why they are weighted toward upperclassmen,* though all students are eligible and 

encouraged to apply. Immersions also require a demonstrated basic familiarity with volunteer 

service and social justice. As such, in order to participate, students should demonstrate on their 

application to the panel that they have previously participated in some form of service through La Salle or 

through a community organization as a necessary (though not sufficient) condition for 

selection.  

Immersions do cost money and are fundraising (money in/money out) events; whatever students do not 

fundraise represent an out-of-pocket expense to make up the difference. As with everything at La 

Salle, financial hardship should not prevent a student from going; special financial 

circumstances are made by necessity and on a case-by-case basis.  



3) What is the lottery and why do you do it? 

The lottery was put into place to ensure greater objectivity in the selection process, as the fairest possible 

way to accomplish selection. In a word, the lottery removes human bias from selection. It is however, 

weighted (not blind) to reflect a student applicant’s age and commitment to service.  

After students have filled out their application and handed it in to the Director of Campus Ministry (by the 

deadline), they will be activated for the lottery; the application also helps the Immersion Committee in 

any placement determinations that need to be made.  

After selections and placements are made, a roster will be posted in Roy and Lightning Halls on the 

designated day of release. 

4) How is the lottery weighted? 

It is a point-based system. Points represent how many times a name go into the “hat.” There are two kinds 

of points: class and event points.  

Class points: Freshmen are allotted one point, sophomores two, juniors three, and seniors four. 

Graduated seniors are not eligible for immersions.  

Event points: Additionally, students can add points by participating in specially sanctioned events 

(specially approved by the Director of Campus Ministry and Principal) throughout the year.  

Event points carry over ONCE. Class points begin anew each year (sophomores all have one, juniors all 

have two, etc.).  

To better ensure the widest possible student participation, students are capped at one 

immersion per year and two immersions over their four years at La Salle. 

5) What if a student doesn’t make it? 

Unfortunately, being selected for the reserve list is a very likely possibility. We try our best to ensure that 

each student gets to go at least once in their high school career, but that’s not always the case. If a 

student’s name does not appear on the roster, they are on a confidential position on the reserve list and 

may be called up if any openings emerge. Being selected is not a personal reflection of a student’s merits; 

it is just the way the lottery works and the only fair way selections can be made. While the reserve can be 

disappointing, students placed on it are strongly encouraged to be positive and, if possible, apply again.  

6) Are there class-based (age level) immersions?  

No. Although our larger distance immersions (like our spring immersion) are typically preferred for 

seniors, all final decisions about trip rosters are made by the Director of Campus Ministry, 

Principal, and Dean of Studies.  

7) What if a student gets selected for one trip, but would prefer another?  

All immersion selection decisions are final. Immersions are very special and fun, but they are a 

privilege, not an entitlement. Immersions are also about a desire to serve, not about having 

a vacation. Students are, of course, allowed to opt out of an immersion if selected, but are advised that 

such a decision to drop will terminate their participation from immersions that year, not 

result in them being placed on the reserve list.  



8) Why are students chosen? Don’t immersions represent the “best and brightest”? 

Students are chosen because they filled out a complete application and because they were selected by the 

lottery. While students with serious behavior, school policy, or character issues can be barred from 

participation, there is no “good immersion student” any more than students who get selected are “better” 

than those who get selected for the reserve list. It is certainly true that students can be dropped for 

behavior issues and/or failure to live up to their immersion contract due to fundraising and meeting 

attendance deficiencies. It is also true that more active students have a greater likelihood of being 

selected, and academically sounds students have a greater chance being eligible at the time of the 

immersion launch. That said, there is no formula and selection does not represent personal 

merit or virtue. It’s simply a matter of application and selection and determination. Any appearances 

otherwise are mistaken.  

9) What about school and sports? 

Immersions are part of our Lasallian curriculum, but they are a special opportunity, and are demanding. 

Immersions require students to prepare for, cope with, and successfully navigate missing 

about a week of school as well as any athletic practices and events during the immersion. 

As such, students need to make decisions about their priorities when it comes to being able to balance 

athletic seasons and academic needs.  

10) I know that all immersion decisions are final, but who can I talk to if I have questions? 

Kevin Jam, the Director of Campus Ministry, is one you should direct any immersion or general Campus 

Ministry questions to. He is happy to talk, and can be reached at 509-225-2931, or at 

kjam@lasalleyakima.org. 
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