
English 2 Summer Reading Assignment – Summer 2020 

 

Hi there, sophomore-to-be!  

 

Who am I? Why am I here? What am I supposed to do? 

 

The above questions are ones we all ask ourselves at many points in our lives, and their answers can form the crux of 

our individual identities. During English 2 in the 2020-2021 school year, our literature will focus primarily on these 

questions of personal identity and how our backgrounds, beliefs, and experiences help to shape who we are. 

 

I know what you may be thinking upon reading the above paragraph: Whoa, Mr. Carroll, that sounds wicked heavy! And 

if that is what you’re thinking: you’re right! But engaging with storytelling – whether in the form of a book, a film, a TV 

show, or anything else that gives us some sort of story – is one action that helps us to grapple with big, seemingly 

unanswerable questions. 

 

Over the summer, we will begin to tackle these themes of identity by reading the following two works: 

• Farewell to Manzanar, by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston 

o A memoir about the author’s experiences in a Japanese-American internment camp during World War II. 

• A Separate Peace, by John Knowles 

o A novel in which the protagonist reflects back upon an influential – and haunting – friendship from his 

time at an elite boarding school during World War II. 

 

Your tasks for this assignment are as follows: 

1.) Read both books. (Quoth Billie Eilish: “Duh.”) I recommend taking notes on each novel as you read. 

2.) For the first day of school (Friday, August 21), complete a typed outline responding to the following prompt: 

What do the experiences of Jeanne Wakatsuki and Gene Forrester tell readers about the process of growing up 

and forming one’s own identity? Bring your finished outline to class on the first day. 

a. I have attached a template for you to use as a reference point for organizing your ideas, though you are 

welcome to deviate from this format as long as the format you choose is readable and makes sense. 

Whichever format you choose should outline an intro paragraph, at least three body paragraphs, and a 

concluding paragraph. 

b. ALL WORK MUST BE YOUR OWN! Do not copy or adapt ideas from classmates or outside sources. 

Identical or substantially similar outlines would violate La Salle’s academic integrity policy. 

3.) During the first two weeks of the school year, you will get written feedback on your outline and use it to write a 

full essay. The due date for this final essay is TBA. 

 

How to Get These Books 

Both are readily available as e-books on iTunes or other digital retailers. If you would prefer print copies, I would 

recommend ordering from Inklings Bookshop of Yakima, which is presently open for online ordering and curbside 

pickup. Prior to the COVID-19 closure, they were very reliable when it came to having titles like these in stock. 

 

Need Help as You Read? Or As You Write? 

I will be available over email throughout the entire summer at acarroll@lasalleyakima.org. Feel free to reach out with 

any questions you have about expectations for the assignment, content in the two readings, or whether you’re on the 

right track in assembling your outline. 
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General Outline Template 

Prompt: What do the experiences of Jeanne Wakatsuki and Gene Forrester tell readers about the process of growing up 

and forming one’s own identity? 

I. Introduction 

Attention-Grabbing Opening Sentence:           

                

Relevant Background on Topic:             

               

                

Thesis Statement:              

                

 

II. Body Paragraph 1 

Topic Sentence:              

                

 Supporting Detail 1:             

 Supporting Detail 2:             

 Supporting Detail 3:             

Concluding/Transition Sentence:            

                

 

III. Body Paragraph 2 

Topic Sentence:              

                

 Supporting Detail 1:             

 Supporting Detail 2:             

 Supporting Detail 3:             

Concluding/Transition Sentence:            

                

 

IV. Body Paragraph 3 

Topic Sentence:              

                

 Supporting Detail 1:             

 Supporting Detail 2:             

 Supporting Detail 3:             

Concluding/Transition Sentence:            

                

 

V. Conclusion 

Rephrasing of Thesis Statement:            

                

Summary of Major Ideas:             

               

                

Concluding Statement (should add something intriguing to what you have written):      

               

                

* Please note that all Supporting Details should be examples you can state and analyze for deeper significance. 


