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May 7, 2020 

 

 

Dear Senior and Parents of the Class of 2020, 
 

Our seniors’ year is moving quite quickly to a successful conclusion and while there is some sadness in 

departing, there is much joy in achievement.  We at La Salle are very proud of our seniors.  On behalf 

of the administration, faculty, and staff of La Salle, I would like to congratulate you and your family on 

the upcoming graduation of your son/daughter. 

 

For our seniors, these final months of school have likely been an especially challenging time. We are 

genuinely sorry for the sense of loss you may be experiencing as so many important senior traditions 

you deserve to experience cannot be realized. Your willingness to continue to study hard and stay 

connected throughout this difficult time is greatly appreciated. We are confident your determination to 

see your studies through, will serve you well as you transition to post-secondary studies.  

 

After a great deal of feedback from students, staff, and community members, we have made the 

decision to continue with our original schedule of events leading up to commencement and to hold 

graduation on the original date with the time adjusted to 5pm. Out of genuine concern for the health 

and safety of our community and with our responsibility to follow Washington State law, we will hold 

these senior events with different formats. I hope the information provided in this letter will help 

answer many of the questions and concerns you might have about preparing for the end of the year 

events. 
 

Here are the end of the year timeline and expectations: 

 

March: Graduation Announcements that were ordered through Jostens have been picked up by most 

families. We recommend you add an addendum insert for graduation directing them to the new time 

and access link to the remote webcast of graduation. Contact Jostens or our Jostens rep Mrs. Leda Saenz 

if you have any questions. 

 

Thurs., May 7: Senior Class Meeting during Advising 

Seniors meet with Mr. Kanelopoulos, Mr. Lamb and Mr. Hernandez who orient them to preliminary 

graduation preparation which includes:  

• Being given a “Senior Petition to Graduate” that is described below. 

• Information about school contact people for different graduation related events.  

 

Weds., May 13  Senior Class Meeting during Advising 

Mr. Lamb and Mr. Carroll will have students update their college and scholarships forms showing 

colleges and programs to which they were accepted and scholarships and awards they have been 

offered. There will be a separate form to designate the school each student plans to attend This is an 
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important form as these are the schools which will receive the end-of-year transcripts needed to 

formalize their college admissions process after spring semester grades are posted. 
 

Weds., May 13: “Senior Petition for Graduation” Form DUE 

The “Senior Petition for Graduation,” given to the seniors, needs to be turned in to their Advisor.  We 

ask each student and parent to complete a petition for participation in the ceremonies.  A student may 

elect NOT to participate in the ceremonies.  In that event, the diploma will be presented in my office on 

the Monday after graduation or it can be mailed.   

 

Late May: Graduation Practices are all during school time. Practices are currently scheduled for May 

26 (English class)  and 28 (Advising). We will go through the logistic of senior ceremonies and 

graduation. 
 

Tues., June 2:  Senior Presentation via Webcast to the Students (11:15 AM).   

The traditional presentation of graduating seniors to the student body will be conducted through 

a Zoom webcast. The webcast will be available on the school website and school Facebook page. 

Student speakers, colleges seniors have been accepted to, academic honors and awards and other 

special presentations will be made. Attendance is mandatory for all La Salle students. Parents, 

family and friends of La Salle are invited to attend the webcast. 
 

Thurs., June 4:  SENIOR Dinner (5pm-7pm) 

This traditional event brings together three groups who have played a key role supporting the Class of 

2020 here at La Salle:  Seniors, their parents, and the teachers.  Instead of a large gathering, families can 

pick-up prepared complimentary dinners on campus distributed by teachers and staff beginning at 

5pm. Families are encouraged to return home for the meal and enjoy the customary senior slide show 

at home which will be broadcasted at 7pm and recorded for later viewing. Please complete the dinner 

RSVP form if you wish to participate. 
 

End-of-Year Assessments 

The best way to assist the Seniors to finish their last semester in good academic standing is to make 

sure that their online attendance is exemplary and encourage them to continue working hard.  Their 

final transcript is still extremely important for college acceptance. Seniors who fail a course in this last 

semester may be able to walk in the ceremony but will not receive a diploma until the course is made 

up. Significant grading and assessment accommodations have been made to account for this less than 

ideal mode of extended learning. We will make every effort to assist every senior to finish the year in 

good academic standing. However, every senior must demonstrate authentic effort in these last days to 

receive a La Salle diploma. 

• Tues., June 2:  Senior Course Assessments (Period 1 and 2)  

• Wed., June 3:  All students Course Assessments (Period 3, 4, and 7) 

• Thurs., June 4:  All students Course Assessments (Period 5 and 6) 

 

Fri., June 5:  Baccalaureate Prayer Service (time TBD) 

Campus Ministry will have a pre-recorded or Webcast Baccalaureate pray service led by senior campus 

ministry students. More information will be available soon. 
  

Sat., June 6:  GRADUATION at La Salle at 5pm 
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Graduation will be held on campus in the school parking lot. Immediate family (parents, siblings, and 

grandparents) can attend and view the ceremonies from their automobile as it is parked in the school 

parking lot. A large LED screen and stage will be constructed to enhance your viewing and the entire 

ceremony can be heard on an FM station through your car stereo. Our traditional commencement will 

take place in this new format. A prayer, student welcome, President and Principal address, class 

speaker and academic awards will all be part of the commencement as normal.  

 

During the conferring of diplomas, students will be invited up from their car to collect their diploma 

from the stage, pose for a picture and receive all the accolades they deserve. The entire commencement 

will be broadcasted on our school webpage and Facebook page for family and friends to view remotely 

 

Some other important notes: 

• All financial obligations must be paid in full by May 15th.  Course assessments cannot be taken until 

all financial obligations are filled.  Please contact Mrs. Robin Soptich (225-2992) in the finance office 

immediately if you have questions about financial obligations and any parent hours owed. 

• After students pick up their caps and gowns, please make sure that they are the correct size and that 

all items are included. Special instructions regarding care will also be provided. Note: they need to 

be hung near a warm shower to release the wrinkles. 

• Individual pictures will be taken during the commencement. These professional quality pictures will 

be made available to you free of charge through an online group site.   

 

The 54 members of the Class of 2020 will be our 20th graduating class. We at La Salle look forward to 

celebrating the class’ great accomplishments with you. Know that you and your son/daughter will be in 

our prayers as we journey with you to the completion of their time with us at La Salle. 

 

 

 

 

 

Live Jesus in Our Hearts, 

 
Mr. Kanelopoulos 

Principal 
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Developing students in faith, integrity, scholarship, and service 


