
Online Memorial for Chelsea Heffner 

 The following have been submitted to the Online Memorial for Chelsea Heffner.  

The full text and contact information will be presented to the family in a special 

binder.  Thank you for your words of prayer, condolences and support.  They are 
truly appreciated. 

s 

  

Memorials Updated Wednesday, August 11th: 

 I remember this time at Lasallian youth assembly where Chelsea got a small shirt and i got a 

large and we decided to swap shirts and take a picture, all she had to do was put the shirt over her 

head and it went all the way to her knee's, but when it came to putting my shirt on, me and 

Chelsea both had to get it over my head and pull it on. In the end we ended up trading sizes, 

shirts and laughs which of course i will never forget. Luv ya! 

s 

  

God Called Her Home  (A Poem) 

 Her time was here, she had to go. 

As an angel now she'll watch us grow,  

 God called her up beyond the moon 

God called her home, but much too soon 

 She's always with us, in our hearts she lives 

Through thick and thin her guidance she gives 

God called her home, but still she lives 

We’ll not forget her though she's gone 

Forever Chelsea’s light burns on 

 God called her home, she had to go, 

She's happy now, we miss her though 



s 

  

I didn't know Chelsea personally, but I was a geometry student of her mother's.  From 
everything I have heard about her, I know Chelsea would have been someone I would 
have liked.  She was a very outgoing person - that is evident from all of her friends, 
acquaintances, and just people who were touched by her life.  Several of my friends 
knew her.  What a great loss not only for dear Chelsea's family and friends, not only for 
the community, but for the world.  She wanted to make a difference.  Maybe she has 
already. 

  

God uses different people's lives differently.  I believe that God said to Chelsea, 'I can reach 

more people through your death than through you if you lived to be 102.'  And I think that is 

true.  Just look at all the people affected in one way or another by this.  I don't even go to La 

Salle, and our whole school was shook up by the news.  My friends and I were crying during 

lunch even though only a couple of us in the group had even had Mrs. Heffner as a teacher and 

none of us knew Chelsea.  Her life, and the end of it, impacted us greatly nonetheless.  I have 

learned from her tragedy that life is a precious thing.  I must value each and every day for its 

worth, for who can say but God if I'll still be here to make things count tomorrow?   

  

Chelsea will always be remembered forever, both by her close friends and loved ones, 
as well as those people, such as me, who never got the chance to meet her.  I have 
faith, though, that someday we will see Chelsea again.  I know that may not be very 
comforting during a time like this, to wait for some unknown time in the future, but I only 
want to give you a little hope. 

  

God bless you and I'm praying (as well as my friends, family, church, and Bible study!) 
for Him to give you peace, comfort, hope, and healing during this difficult time. 

  

s 

  

May I just offer my condolances to you all in your loss. I had the privelage to know 
Chelsea for a couple of years at St Pauls. I had moved over from Australia and didn't 
know anyone and Chelsea made an effort to make me feel welcome and introduced me 
to all her friends. In the 4 years I knew Chelsea I can only remember good things about 



her. She was so good at volleyball and sports, she was always friendly and made me 
laugh. I was very saddened when I heard about your loss and I wish I had known 
Chelsea for longer. She was such a great person and remained in my memory even 
when I had to move back to Australia. It's a horrible tragedy and a great loss. 

 

Memorials Updated Friday, June 25th: 

  

I learned of your tragic loss through my Godsister, Becky St. John,  (her daughter, 
Jennifer, is one of Chelsea's friends). 

My prayers are with you and your entire family through this very difficult time.  May God 
wrap His loving arms around you and embrace you with peace and comfort as you try to 
understand why He called Chelsea home at a time when she had such a bright future 
ahead of her.   I am convinced that He needed another angel, a bright, shining star for 
the Heavens, and He chose Chelsea! 

As I read about Chelsea on her Memorial website, I became acquainted with a very 
talented, loving, and a very special young lady.  I truly understand all of the reasons you 
have for being so proud of her.  I never had the honor of meeting Chelsea or any of you, 
but I wanted to send you my thoughts and prayers.  

  

s 

Chelsea was a bright and shining star.  Her brief time on earth touched many lives.  The 
impact of her spirit will spread like the ripples on a pond and who knows how far her 
legacy will reach.  It was an honor to have known her as my granddaughter Sara's 
friend. 

s 

  

To the Heffner Family and Friends: 

I would just like to send my condolences to each and every one of you. I am very sorry 
for your loss. I am a Lasallian Collegian and met Chelsea at the Lasallian Youth 
Assembly in San Diego last summer. I was amazed in what a energetic and high 
spirited person she was. Whatever activity we did, Chelsea would be excited and 
positive. She had an amazing attitude and whenever I saw her, she was smiling. She 
just couldn't stop, and her high energy and smiles were infectious. She will be forever 



missed. 

  

s 

  

Chels was a big part of my family’s life. She played sports against my cousin Andi. She 
was probably the only one that could give Andi competition. When I moved to Michigan 
for a year Andi would call me and tell me every time she raced Chels. No mater who 
won Chels would tell her good luck before the game and good job afterwards always 
with a smile.    

  

   She was also my cousin, Davey’s first love. He really is the one that brought Chels 
into my family’s lives. My family is very protective so of course everyone was watching 
Chels closely. But there was nothing you couldn’t like about her even if you tried. She 
would come to all the family events she was able to make. Recently she came to my 
cousin, Alex's dance recital just because Alex had asked her to come. And if Chels 
wasn’t at a family event we knew when the phone would ring it was her calling. I would 
tease Davey cause they were always on the phone together. My sister and cousin 
looked up to Chels, so whenever she was on the phone they wanted to talk and Chels 
had no problem and always wanted to talk to them too. 

  

   I’ve had the pleasure of known Chels for about 8 years. I went to ST Pauls and then to 
la salle with her. She was a friend and a teammate. I remember in volleyball we were 
the only two cool ST Pauls people, as she would say. She brought joy and laughter to 
anyone that crossed her path. I thank God that I was able to be one of those people that 
was able to know her as long as I did. I thank Collette and Wayne for sharing Chels with 
all of us. And I thank Chels for always having a smile on her face.  

  

   Chels~ girl we love you and miss you tons but know you will always be with us where 
ever we go. 

           Love you Chels!! 

  

s 



  

Emotions do not easily translate into words.  This cannot possibly do justice to the 
wonderful person Chelsea was but, as a parent, I feel you should know that not only did 
we really admire Chelsea for all she was but  also you, Wayne and Collette, for raising 
such an extraordinary daughter.   We pray for you.  May Chelsea's warm, loving 
personality shine on forever in all our hearts and serve as an example of how to live. 

  

s 

  

We are heartsick to hear about the loss of your daughter Chelsea.  Words seem so 
inadequate to express or sorrow and sympathy to you.  May God's love somehow heal 
you sorrow; may the prayers of friends ease your hurting and may God's peace replace 
your heartache with warm and loving memories. 

  

s 

  

I am deeply touched by having met Chelsea.  My first year coaching T & F was at La 
Salle.  I met Chelsea during the spring of her freshman year at Marquette Stadium.  She 
brightened every practice and meet to the point that it would simply outshine anything 
negative.   Every day, she came prepared, mentally and physically.  She came to work. 
. .The smiles, joy and fun she brought was a natural by-product of her incredible 
personality.  Nothing seemed to ever dampen her spirit.  When some other teammates 
were dragging and nagging, I remember her always being positive, uplifting and 
encouraging.   She gave her self 110% to each practice and meet. Undoubtedly she 
gave the same effort in her friendships. She is, by far, the most positive, most 
coachable, most kind-hearted student athlete I have ever coached. She is a special 
person to me I feel deep sorrow having lost Chelsea and am blessed to have met such 
a strong, sweet wonderful person. 

I would like for you, her parents, to know that you did an outstanding job raising your 
daughter.  Someday, I will be able to enjoy her again in Heaven.  If there is anything you 
need, just let me know. 

  

  



s 

  

Memorials Submitted Saturday and Sunday, June 19-20: 

  

It is hard for me to fathom the loss of such a joyful young woman. I was blessed to have 
Chelsea as my student her sophomore and junior years at La Salle.   All my memories 
of Chelsea in the classroom during class or during lunch include a bright smile and 
some silly giggling or high-fiving with her friends.   Chelsea worked so hard for her 
classmates to make sure that their Follies acts were always the best...and they were. 
 From shakin' it in Footloose sophomore year to floating as an angel junior year, and 
really rocking the house with Alyson and Whitney, Chelsea really embodied the fun 
spirit of the Follies.   Her joyful side took a break sometimes as she allowed her 
teachers and classmates to really see her spiritual side during retreats.  Chelsea is a 
student I learned a lot about life from and even in death she continues to teach me. 
 Chelsea will always be remembered by her Lasallian family all over the world and I 
pray that the Heffner family will find some peace knowing how much Chelsea's life 
effected others.   My aloha and prayers are with the Heffner family and the rest of the 
Lasallian community.  -Ms. Marybeth Hamilton 

  

s 

  

Dear Wayne and Collette, 

  

 From one parent to another, I want to express my deepest sympathy to you both and to 
your son Trey.  In times like this it is difficult not to ask 'why'.  It is difficult not to ask why 
God allowed Chelsea to be taken at this time.  I cannot fathom the anguish and pain 
you are experiencing as parents, because I have not lost a child, but I grieve with you, 
as I know it is deep and long lasting.   I wish I could have some of your pain in order to 
lift a bit of the burden from you. I pray for that. I pray that your faith may be strong; that 
the Lord will comfort you today and in the days, months and years ahead. Please 
remember, God has a master plan for all of us.   We do not understand, nor will we 
completely understand, until we are with Him in heaven. WE must live by faith. May 
your faith be strengthened through the many prayers of your friends, family, and 
community, and may God comfort you in this most difficult time. 

  



s 

  

Dear Heffner Family, 

  

 My name is Deborah Van Horn.  My sister is Rachael (Coach) Conroy.  I live in Fresno, 
CA, and only knew your daughter, Chelsea, through my sister's track season stories.  I 
did, however, have a brief encounter with her at the track awards dinner.   My husband 
and I were in Yakima at the time visiting my sister and the coaches were gracious 
enough to allow me to join the festivities.   

  

 From what I have been told about Chelsea, she was a remarkable young person. The 
kind of person this world needs more of.  Being we are not parents, my husband and I 
can't begin to understand or imagine the pain and loss you are experiencing.  We can 
only express our hearfelt condolences and send you our prayers.   We pray that God 
will give you the comfort and strength you need in this time of loss.   

  

 Hold on to the knowledge that in her 18 wonderful years of life, she touched many, and 
many will benefit from knowing her.  Again, our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

  

 God Bless you. 

  

s 

  

Memorials Submitted Friday, June 18th: 

  

Collette, I have often thought of you through the years as I have all my old friends from 
childhood and the West Coast.  I am deeply troubled and saddened by what you and 
your family are having to go through.   The loss and anguish is unimaginable as you go 
through every parents worst nightmare.  I wish there was some way or something I 
could do to help.  Please know of and accept my condolences.  I am truly sorry.  She 



was beautiful Collette, she looked as I remember you.   

  

s 

  

Dear Heffner Family, Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers as you cope 
with the loss of your beautiful daughter. 

We have met you and Chelsea through the basketball team.  Our son is Todd Kent.  He 
has spoken often and well of Chelsea.  I have met her and I remember one time I was in 
Yakima, I took my granddaughter Kennady Starring to  the gym while Todd was working 
at a basketball camp. His team was helping and I remember Chelsea being attentive to 
Kennady.  Kennady loved her. I am proud to have met and known Chelsea even in a 
small way. 

God bless you, and keep you in his grip.  In God's Love 

  

s 

  

Dear Wayne, Collette, and Trey, 

Words cannot begin to express our sympathy in the loss of your beautiful daughter, 
Chelsea. Although our Son graduated in the class of 2003, we enjoyed participating in 
many school activities, basketball, and track.  We are thankful for sharing in the lasting 
memories we will have of your spunky, adorable, bubbly daughter.  Chelsea was 
wonderful young lady and she will be missed incredibly by the many lives she touched. 
Our thoughts, prayers, and blessings are with you, Wayne, Collette, Trey and all of 
Chelsea's family. 

  

s 

  

Dear Chelsea, 

I remember you... 



when you were born, a sweet angel baby, so loved and welcomed. Your dad bore a 
look of pride that has never diminished. Your mom anguished over the day when she 
would return to work and have to leave you, her cherished baby girl. Your cousins, my 
girls, were so excited. At last, a girl cousin! 

I remember you... 

as a curly topped toddler, getting into minor mischief with your cousins. And when Trey 
was born, you would gently pat your baby brother, calling him 'Frey.'  

I remember you... 

at all the family gatherings: Christmas at Grandma's and Grandpa's, or your house, 
birthday parties, and Easter egg hunts. And the family trips - hiking and roasting 
marshmallows at Mount Baker, swimming and boating at Lake Chelan. 

I remember you...  

as Uncle Rich and I scanned the sport's page, looking for how many aces you served, 
points you scored and steals you captured, or what your time was. 

I remember you... 

coming to the house to check out the prom dresses. How lovely you looked in each one, 
but the turquoise dress really brought out your brilliant blue eyes! It shall always hang in 
my closet, never to be worn again. 

I remember you... 

on your graduation day. How proud I was as all your accomplishments were 
announced. And the speech, oh the speech, your voice and mannerisms so like your 
mom. Did you hear me say, 'Way to go Chels!' at each pause? Your love of your family, 
friends, classmates, teachers, and LaSalle shone brighter than the sun that glorious 
day. 

I remember you Chelsea. 

I will always remember you! 

Love, Aunt Janet 

  

s 

  



Chelsea was so full of life. She was like a ray of sunshine and she touched everyone's 
life. She was always so happy and so ecstatic. I loved playing volleyball with her, she 
was so great, and it never went to her head that she was an awesome player, she was 
always willing to help others out when they were having troubles and Chelsea was so 
encouraging. I remember when I was a freshman and was new to almost everyone at 
La Salle, Chelsea was the first person to talk to me, and right away she nick named me. 
She always made me laugh. My deepest sorrows to the Heffner family, your daughter, 
and sister, was a wonderful young lady and I am so glad that I had the chance to go to 
school with her and play sports. Chelsea will be missed by everyone, she was genuinely 
a great person. I have and will always look up to Chelsea Heffner, she is a wonderful 
role model. 

  

s 

  

I HAD CHELSEA  AT ST PAUL WHEN I FIRST STARTED THERE  I WAS MRS 
THOMAS AID . When I would out to rescues and play with the kids, I remember  
Chelsea always playing football with the boys and playing doge ball too. She will all 
ways be remembered in my heart and in who ever knew her. 

  

s 

  

We are so sorry to hear about your loss of Chelsea.  Your family will be in our constant prayers 

during this very difficult time.  My God bring you His blessed inter peace. 

  

s 

  

Memorials Submitted Wednesday, June 16th: 

  

  

Dear Heffner Family, 



Words cannot express how sorry I am. I did not know Chelsea personally but I saw her 
at the life teen mass on Sunday nights.  From what I hear she was an extraordinary girl 
and you should be so proud to have been a part of her life.  I know it doesn't make any 
sense right now but I will pray for your family not that you may never forget her but that 
your hearts may heal from the loss of her presence. When a believing loved one dies, or 
when we ourselves face the process of dying, there's great comfort in the fact that 'to be 
absent from the body' is 'to be present with the Lord' (2 Corinthians 5:8) 

  

s 

  

Words just do not express our sorrow for you but our prayers are with you and your family. 

  

s 

  

Chelsea was smart, attractive and athletic.  She had a certain spark and energy about 
her - she was a wonderful person.  We are overwhelmed by your loss.  Your family will 
be in our prayers.  With greatest sympathy. 

  

s 

  

As you sort through all of the pain and tears, we too cry for Chelsea and pray for God to 
hold you in his hands.  I am so so sorry for your loss.  I don't really know what to say, 
except my heart is breaking and I love your family.  I will pray that God gives you what 
you need.  And please know that I will do anything to help out, however I can. 

  

s 

  

Jill called me early this afternoon to tell me this horrible news!  I am simply sickened.  
Please accept our deepest sympathies.  Chelsea was a lovely, smart young woman.  I 



so enjoyed watching her play volleyball.  I know that there is nothing that I can do or 
say, but please, if you need anything, do not hesitate to ask. 

  

s 

  

Mr. and Mrs. Heffner & family ~ You are all in my thoughts in prayers. The loss of such 
a wonderful person is difficult, but Chelsea will live in the hearts of her family and friends 
forever. I'll never forget her constant expressions of happiness in class and at track 
meets -- she didn't know how to frown. Chelsea will be missed by many, but just 
remember -- she's only away for a while. God Bless you all! 

  

s 

  

There are just no words to convey how deeply saddened we are to hear this news.  I 
can only imagine the trauma you are going through.  May you be filled with Peace and 
Comfort during this most difficult of times.  Although I don't know Chelsea personally, 
Ryan certainly did.  I know you must have been SO proud of her during her graduation 
speech last Saturday.  She was awesome! 

  

May the Lord be with you during this time and in the months to come with his Peace and 
Comfort.   Take good care of yourselves. 

  

s 

  

Dear Heffner Family, 

  

I would like to give my deepest most heartfelt sympathy to your family at this time.  I 
taught Chelsea Spanish during her sophomore and junior year at La Salle.  She was an 
amazing student in the classroom, an accomplished athlete in sports, and a genuine 
warm and caring person.  I will never forget her bright smile, positive energy, or 



contagious laughter.   

  

Please know that my Chilean students and I will be praying for you and the Lasallian 
community. 

  

s 

  

My daughter Amanda Andreas attended LaSalle high school with your daughter and I 
have had the pleasure of participating in several activities in which you and your 
daughter have also participated. 

  

Please know that my heart aches for you and my prayers and thoughts are with you.  I 
know Chelsea is in a better place and totally at peace.  May God also grant you peace. 

  

You are all in our prayers! God bless you all! 

  

s 

  

Wayne, Collette, and Trey, 

  

There just simply are no words to lessen your sorrow.  All the things 'people say' sound 
hollow and meaningless.  But please know this - Chelsea's life crossed paths with my 
own and I am a better person for it ... a happier person for being on the 'receiving end' 
of her smile.  Her life is a tribute to her parents, to her brother, and to her faith. 

  

s 

  



I didn’t go to school with Chelsea that long, but the year that I was with Chelsea I will 
never forget.  I don’t think that I ever saw Chelsea in a bad mood.  She was always 
smiling while walking down the halls and everything.  And for this to happen to someone 
like her is so sad.  She got good grades, she just graduated, and she was going to 
college in a few months.  I will always remember Chelsea especially through volleyball.  
She always helped everyone including myself.  I love you Chelsea! And I am so sorry to 
her Family.  Trey I love you too!! 

  

s 

  

Chelsea was a senior on the volleyball team that I looked up to. She helped me so 
much with volleyball and taught me how to pass correctly. Every time I play volleyball I 
will always think of Chelsea and her smiling face. I will never forget her. 

  

s 

  

Chelsea, 

You were a great athlete and all around great person.  I just hoped that I would have 
gotten to know you better when I was at La Salle.  I will always remember your smile 
and your enthusiasm towards everything that you did.  You will be in my prayers 
forever.  To your parents and the rest of the family, Peace be with all of you and I will 
have you all in my prayers. 

  

s 

  

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Heffner, 

  

I am deeply sorry for your loss.  I know that you know how truly special Chelsea was, 
but I wanted to tell you that even though she was a couple of years behind my daughter 
in school, she touched our hearts as well.   She was such a bright ray of sunshine.   
Even though I am sure she did not know me from the next person, every time I saw her 



she always greeted me with a smile and a hello.  That truly is a rarity with teenagers.   

  

I just wanted to let you know that even when you might not have been around at the 
time, Chelsea always acted and spoke with adults in a way that would make you proud.  
I hope this may ease your pain just a little. 

  

My deepest sympathy, 

  

s 

  

Chelsea was a shining star.  So much energy and enthusiasm!  We never saw her 
without a smile on her face.  She had such a genuine spirit and always seemed to raise 
the spirits of those around her.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to Wayne, Collette, 
Trey and all of the Heffner family.  We will so miss Chelsea's infectious smile.  May she 
rest in peace. 

  

s 

  

We just read in the Yakima Herald about the loss that has happened in your School.  I 
don't know if I'll be able to send anything to Wayne Heffner, but would you please pass 
on my condolences to him about his loss.  It is such a tragic thing to happen to a 
student, and family, in the prime of their life.  We went through such an event here 
about 5 years ago, very hard. 

  

I just want you to know that LaSalle High School and the Heffner family are in my 
thoughts and prayers at this time. 

  

s 

  



My daughter, Melissa, could never understand why a wicked popular girl like Chelsea 
would ever pay any attention to her, but Chelsea always made an attempt to say hello 
to her and talk to her a bit whenever she saw Melissa.  Once, when Mel walked into the 
gym to attend a LaSalle volleyball camp, the first person she saw was Chelsea.  
Chelsea exclaimed loudly, “Wow! Are you going to play today, Melissa?  All Right!” and 
gave her that two handed high five like those jock types do with each other.  The result 
on Melissa was immediate.  She stood up a little straighter and held her head up a little 
higher.  This is how Chelsea effected us all.  We were all just a little bit prouder of 
ourselves when we were in her company. 

  

s 

  

Words cannot express my sorrow for you enough. 

  

s 

  

Heffner family I am very very sorry.  when I heard the news I was very upset.  its just 
weird how I was talkin to her last week and I cant anymore. she was my track buddy 
and I will miss her deeply. again I am very sorry. 

  

s 

  

We are confident that all who knew Chelsea will celebrate her life and the impact that it 
had.  We believe that God will use this tragedy for some good, yet our hearts are broken 
for you have suffered what no parent should have to endure.  Our love and prayer go 
out to you, if there is anything we can do for you and Trey please don't hesitate to call 
on us.  God Bless you 

  

s 

  



Wayne, Collette, and Trey,  

May God bless your family in this time of sorrow.  I want all of you to know how much 
your family and Chelsea's friendship meant to me.  She was one of a kind and will never 
be forgotten.  She was a great athlete, as well as friend to the both of us.  Many 
thoughts and prayers have been said in her memory and for your family and close 
friends.  If there is anything at all that you need please let me know.  May God Bless 
You All!   

  

s 

  

My prayers and thoughts are with you at this hard time. I feel so blessed to have known 
Chelsea. I can remember playing sports with her, she always was pushing everyone to 
their best and not letting anyone feel bad when we had a bad game. I saw her mature 
and grow into such a wonderful person. I will never forget Chelsea for she has touched 
all of our hearts. May God be with you and your family. 

  

s 

  

Chelsea was an inspiration for all of us in school as well as in sports or any club that we 
were ever involved in together.  I pray for strength and faith for your family.  My 
condolences cannot heal the wounds that this sudden tragedy will leave, but do know 
that EVERYONE at La Salle loved and cherished Chelsea.  She showed everyone that 
they should love to live and live to love.  Your family will be on my mind and in my heart.  
God bless you, and thank you for sharing your wonderful daughter with all of us who 
learned so much from her. All my love and prayers. 

  

s 

  

I'm David's aunt and Godmother.  I remember when I first met Chelsea, being overly protective, 

I was watching her closely.  What can I say?  She was everything that people wish they can be, 

and it came so naturally to her.  I don't recall ever seeing her without that bright smile.  She won 

my heart when I saw her with my daughter.  Alex adored her immediately, which doesn't happen 

often for her.  Alex is very shy, very cautious. . . But, Chelsea won her heart as soon as they met.  



From then on it was, 'Mommy, mommy, Chelsea said....and Chelsea did ....'  She brought so 

much happiness to my daughter and to my nephew.  I thank God for sharing such a wonderful, 

sweet, sincere, beautiful joy with us.  Though Alex is still very young, I know Chelsea will 

forever be in her heart.  Our love and prayers are with you. 

  

s 

  

Memorials Submitted Thursday, June 17th: 

  

  

Chelsea is synonymous with poise and grace.  Our hearts ache for you, knowing we 
can't comprehend the horrible grief you feel.   Please know you are in our prayers.  
Every day. 

  

s 

  

We will keep you in our prayers. We will also light a candle for Chelsea at our local parish. 

  

s 

  

Wayne, Collette & Trey: 

  

As many people have already said, there are no words to ease the pain and loss that 
you feel.  I only want all of you to know that I am truly sorry.  No parent or sibling should 
ever have to know this pain.  I know that your faith will help you through this difficult time 
and that the memories that you have of Chelsea will bring a smile to your face forever.  
There are no words that can truly express how my heart hurts for you and your family.   

  



Know that you are all in my prayers. 

  

s 

  

My deepest sympathy goes out to you and your family.  Your days must seem like 
months.  I cannot begin to tell you how my heart is breaking for you. You have been a 
wonderful boss that has taught me so much and even a better friend with great advise. I 
remember how you would beam when you talked about Chelsea while riding with you to 
an appointment. If I was with you right now, I would pat your head and give you a big 
hug. I have prayed to God that he puts his hands around you, Collette and Trey. Your 
sales team is here for you and if there is anything, no matter how minute, please let me 
know. 

  

Please take care of yourself. 

  

s 

  

The shock of the loss of Chelsea has reached us in New Jersey.  Although none of us 
have ever met her, we feel as though we've gotten to know her through her aunt, 
Katherine.  Katherine frequently returned from visits to Yakima with happy and funny 
stories about Chelsea.  She, and by extension we, were very fond and proud of 
Chelsea.  Our prayers and deepest sympathy go out to the Heffner family. 

  

s 

  

My Prayers are with you guys, the Heffner Family. I am proud to say that Chelsea has 
made an impact on my life and the class of 2002. I was able to show Chelsea how to 
throw the javelin. She had a natural art of throwing, and dancing before she threw. My 
deepest regards towards the Heffners and I would like to dedicate my record that is held 
at La Salle to Chelsea. Her high energy and spunkiness will always be in my memories. 

  



s 

  

When I first met Chelsea freshman year, I didn't quite understand how someone could 
be so perky and outgoing on the first day of school. I soon came to find out that Chelsea 
was like that everyday of the week, no matter what the circumstances were. Being a 
Marquette graduate, I never really spoke to any of the St. Paul's graduates, but it was 
nearly impossible not to get to know Chelsea. I remember she would always come up to 
me in the mornings and give me a great big hug with the greeting, 'Hey Chica!'  

  

She was never one to put anyone down or blow them off. Her personality and her sense 
of humor are just two of the things that I will never, ever forget about her. This has been 
an extremely difficult lose, but I know she is in heaven smiling down on everyone she 
loves. 

  

s 

  

Dear Wayne and family:  Although we didn't keep in touch over the years, Julie 
Richardson made me feel like I knew Chelsea.  Words can never express your anguish 
or my sorrow for your loss.  Take care and know that you are in my thoughts and 
prayers.   

  

s 

  

You are in our prayers.  We are so sorry for your loss. 

  

s 

  

Our hearts are just breaking here in Bellevue at Western Wireless.  Wayne, you and 
your family are in our thoughts. 



  

s 

  

As a Freshmen I didn't know many Juniors at first. However, I did get to go on an 
Immersion trip with Chelsea to Seattle. In that short amount of time I found out how 
loving, caring, and wonderful she really was. When she was a Senior she was a shining 
star! My prayers are with you all. 

  

s 

  

I never had the opportunity to meet Chelsea.  However, I did feel as if I knew her due to 
your passionate talk of  your Daughter.   Our deepest sympathy is with your family, our 
hearts absolutely ache for you.  I am hoping that you are feeling the prayers, love and 
support from everyone, in turn, giving you the much needed strength during this time of 
such tremendous grief and pain. 

  

s 

  

I was pleased to have a chance to get to know Chelsea a little bit when the family lived 
in Vancouver, WA. Chelsea, Trey, Collette and Wayne: what a group of very special 
people. Chelsea seemed to have the "world on a string". Wayne, Collette and Trey: My 
thoughts and prayers are with you. May God shine His countenance upon you and grant 
you His peace. God Bless. 

  

s 

  

  

  

 


